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With the New Year also comes the end of the fi rst 
half of the school year, January 16th.  I think I say 
this every year, the year is going fast. When I was 
a guest on WTGR’s “Community Ties” show right 
before Christmas, I was recapping highlights of 
the fi rst part of the year. I sometimes forget all 
the tremendous things our students and staff do 
during the year until I take the time to refl ect.  
Versailles EVSD students continue to accomplish 
many positive things inside and outside the 
classroom each school year.

New Heating System
Work to replace the heating system at the Board 
of Education building is underway.  The previous 
steam system had effi ciency, control and reliability 
issues that needed addressed. I would prefer not 
to have another waterfall in the building like we 
had last January when a pipe burst. The new 
system will be high effi ciency hot water boilers 
with controls.  The Board of Education building 
is a great asset for the community and district 
that we want to keep fully functioning for the 
foreseeable future.

Soup & Sandwich Social
The Versailles FFA Alumni & FFA Chapter will 
conduct their 21st Annual Soup and Sandwich 
Social on Saturday, January 31 in the Versailles 
Schools Cafetorium.  Serving hours will be from 
11:00 a.m. until 9:30 p.m.  All proceeds benefi t the 
Versailles FFA Alumni Scholarships and Doug 
and Craig Meier Memorial Ag Production Grant.

The menu for the event will consist of Homemade 
Chicken Noodle Soup, Chili Soup, Hot Chicken 
Sandwich, BBQ Pork Sandwich, Hot Beef 
Sandwich, Sloppy Joe Sandwich, Coney Dog 
Sandwich, Hot Dog Sandwich, Nacho and 
Cheese, Pies, Cakes, Cookies, Brownies, Salad, 
and Drinks.

This activity is in conjunction with the Junior 
High Boys, Freshman, Reserve and Varsity Girls’ 
and Boy’s Basketball games against Russia that 
day.Banners There are some added materials to the 

cafetorium.  New banners promoting the 
district’s Mission, Vision and Core Values from 
the strategic planning group are placed around 
the area.  The National Blue Ribbon School 
designation banner is also prominently hung 
above the academic banners. 
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The mission for the students, 
staff, family and community of 
the Versailles Exempted Village 

School District is to prepare, 
educate and challenge each 

student to demonstrate 
integrity, responsibility and 

respect in society.

2015
Happy New
Year to All! 



Technology Goal Thank You Board of Education
One of the targets developed from our 
Strategic Planning Group over one year ago 
was  a  technology goal:  The technology 
program will enhance staff and student’s 
education opportunities through its use and 
ease of accessibility. I charged Mike Goubeaux, 
Technology Director, to lead the group and 
develop action steps to meet the direction of the 
group. Mike worked with technology experts, 
staff, administration, and community members 
to develop a pilot program designed to increase 
technology in the classroom.  This pilot will 
provide 300 plus computers directly into the 

January is School Board Recognition Month - A time to salute the work of our school board members. 
Our school board is refl ective of our community’s commitment to assuring that all children succeed.

School board members in the Versailles Exempted Village School District develop policies and make 
decisions that shape the future of our education system. They bear responsibility for an annual budget 
of $10.5 million, 1,430 individual students, and 140 employees. Our Board of Education ensures that 
decisions on school programming are made by people we’ve elected to represent our community’s 
values, culture, and circumstances. 

Showing appreciation for the important work of school boards should be a year-round process, but too 
often we neglect to recognize the dedication and hard work of these men and women who represent us. 
This January, the staff and students of our district are asking all members of the community to take a 
moment and thank a school board member.  Thank you to the men and women, who dedicate countless 
personal hours to ensure the needs of our community are met by our public schools. 

These representatives and the others before them have made critical decisions that have advanced the 
well-being of the community. I am grateful for their service of putting students fi rst. Thank You.

classroom and into the hands of students.  The 
kindergarten and third grade levels along with 
HS teachers Mr. Niekamp and the English 
Department will use classroom sets of tablets 
or laptops to provide increased instructional 
methods and student engagement.  The 6th grade 
teachers and students are going to do something 
a little different.  All 6th grade students will 
receive a chromebook that will be utilized daily. 
The laptop will be similar to a textbook in that 
students will be able to bring the laptop home. 
The 6th grade teachers are excited to pilot the 
program and have more technology available to 

help students learn.  One of drawbacks of 
this type laptop is that a wireless connection 
(WiFi connection) must be available for the 

computer to work. Staff will work 
with students during this process to 
help them get through the bumps in 
the road (and there will be bumps).  
This is a great opportunity to 
enhance the teaching and learning 
opportunities that occur in the 
district.

The men and women serving Versailles EVSD and their years of service are:
  
• Gwenn Barga, President, 
   11 years of service

• Tom Ording, Vice President, 
   13 years of service

• Angie Bruns, 3 years of service

• Ron Gehret, 13 years of service

• Dr. Steve Ruhenkamp, 
   13 years of service
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Monday, January 26 from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
in the Cafetorium.  This event is free to all 
Versailles High School students (grades 
9-12) and their parents.  There will be 
representatives from several colleges and 
technical schools from all across Ohio as 
well as military recruiters.  Please use Doors 
7 or 19.
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